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ABSTRACT:

The present research article critically examines how Amish Tripathi humanizes the divine figure
of Shiva in The Immortals of Meluha, The Secret of the Nagas, and The Oath of the Vayuputras.
This study investigates how the author transforms a mythological deity into a human protagonist
endowed with vulnerabilities, ethics, personal conflicts, and civilizational responsibilities. The
article further analyses how Amish’s reinterpretation challenges traditional mythological
constructs while making mythology accessible to contemporary readers. Using modern literary
theories such as myth criticism, humanistic theory, and cultural reconstruction, this paper
demonstrates that Amish’s Shiva Trilogy offers a groundbreaking narrative that blends realism
with spirituality. Through detailed textual insights, philosophical interpretations, and socio-
cultural analysis, this research argues that Amish’s Shiva is a symbol of human potential, rational
inquiry, and moral leadership—marking the emergence of a new narrative paradigm in Indian

English literature.

Keywords: Shiva Trilogy, Humanization, Myth Fiction, Amish Tripathi, Divine Realism, Myth
Criticism, Modern Indian English Literature.

1. INTRODUCTION:

Mythology has always played a pivotal role in shaping India’s cultural identity. Traditionally,
mythological characters like Shiva, Vishnu, and Ram have been revered as divine entities with
supernatural attributes. However, in contemporary literature, there has been a paradigm shift where
mythological figures are reinterpreted through humanistic, rational, and psychological lenses.

Among the modern myth-fiction authors, Amish Tripathi stands out for radically reimagining Lord
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Shiva—not as a deity but as an extraordinary human being whose actions, choices, and moral
dilemmas elevate him to divine status.

Amish’s Shiva Trilogy offers an innovative retelling where divine mythology becomes
civilizational history. In his narrative universe, Shiva is not Bholenath the God, but a young
Tibetan tribal warrior who becomes Mahadev through karma, leadership, and ethical
responsibility. This reconfiguration of the divine challenges centuries of mythological tradition
and engages modern readers who seek relatable heroes.

This article critically explores how Amish employs literary realism, political imagination,
philosophical inquiry, and emotional depth to humanize Shiva—transforming him into a
protagonist whose journey symbolizes human potential, moral courage, and civilizational

transformation.

2. LITERATURE REVIEW:

Academic research on Amish Tripathi is expanding gradually, though still limited. Scholars like
Banerjee (2016) and Nair (2018) have explored the humanization of gods in Amish’s fiction.
Pattanaik (2013) and Doniger (2009) contextualize mythology as fluid narrative tradition, thereby
offering a strong basis for understanding Amish’s reinterpretation. Sudhakar (2019) focuses on
representation of gender, whereas Paranjape (2010) and Mukherjee (2000) offer frameworks on
modern Indian English literary shifts.

However, comprehensive studies analyzing Shiva as a humanized protagonist remain sparse.
Most available research lacks depth in terms of humanistic theory, comparative mythology, and

sociopolitical interpretation. This article attempts to address this gap.

3. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK:
This research uses three major theoretical frameworks:
3.1 Humanistic Literary Theory:
Humanistic theory emphasizes:
« human agency
e moral development
o existential freedom

e self-realization
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Amish’s Shiva perfectly fits this paradigm—he becomes divine not by birth but by virtue of his
moral decisions.
3.2 Myth Criticism (Northrop Frye, Joseph Campbell):
Shiva is rewritten as:
o aheroon acivilizational journey
o aseeker of truth
« adestroyer of evil as a principle, not a being
This reflects Campbell’s "Hero’s Journey" model.
3.3 Postcolonial Reconstruction:
Amish reconstructs India’s mythological past:
e asscientific
e rational
o egalitarian
o culturally rich
This challenges colonial narratives that labelled Indian mythology as irrational.

4. HUMANIZING SHIVA: AN ANALYSIS:
4.1 Shiva as a Human Warrior:
Amish begins the narrative by showing Shiva as:
o atribal leader
o askilled warrior
« arefugee searching for a better life
« aman with doubts, anxieties, and fears
This portrayal removes divine distance, making Shiva emotionally accessible.
Textual Example:
Shiva suffers guilt after killing right-handed Pakratis. He questions violence, destiny, and
dharma—showing emotional vulnerability.
4.2 The Transformation into Mahadev:
Shiva becomes divine through:
« ethical decisions

o leadership
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e COmpassion
« ability to unite people
His transformation is earned, not inherited.
This fits Aurobindo’s idea of “man becoming divine through tapasya (effort).”
4.3 Fallibility and Vulnerability:
Amish shows Shiva as:
e angry
« confused
e heartbroken
o struggling with loss (Sati’s death)
These human emotions make Shiva more powerful, not weaker.
4.4 Rational Interpretation of Myth:
Amish removes supernatural elements by providing scientific explanations:
e Somras = biochemical elixir
« Naga deformities = genetic mutation
o Divine weapons = ancient technology
« Evil =imbalance
This rationalization appeals to modern minds while keeping ancient ethos intact.
4.5 Shiva as a Political Leader:
Shiva is not only a warrior but a:
« nation builder
e law reformer
o diplomat
o ethical strategist
He serves as a model of democratic leadership.
4.6 Symbolism and Philosophy:
Major symbols:
o Blue throat = acceptance of pain for public good
e Damru = cosmic balance

e Trishul = integration of three realities (body, mind, soul)

Vol.74, Issue 3, Aug-Sep 2025 www.journaloi.com



RAO
ARIBAO Uy

a“g%% i

WS

g
Oiyyg 40 ™

Journal )
Of the weifir g
Oriental Institute ISSN: 0030-5324
M.S. University of Baroda UGC CARE Group 1

5. THEMATIC ANALYSIS OF HUMANIZATION:
5.1 The Concept of “Evil as Excess”:
One of Amish’s largest contributions is redefining “evil” not as a demonic being but as an excess
of good.
Shiva’s struggle is not against monsters or divine demons, but against:
o excessive idealism (Meluha’s rigid systems)
o excessive freedom (Ayodhya’s selfishness)
o excessive technology (Somras misuse)
This transforms Shiva into a philosopher-king, not a god-warrior.
5.2 Love, Grief, and Emotional Depth:
Shiva’s romantic devotion to Sati is deeply human.
His grief after her death exposes:
o vulnerability
o despair
« intense emotional pain
This is unlike the invincible mythological God; here Shiva is a man who cries, breaks, and rebuilds
himself.
5.3 Friendship and Brotherhood:
Characters like:

« Nandi
e« Bhadra
o Kirittika

o Brahaspati
show Shiva’s human relationships.
He is not worshipped by them—they trust him, challenge him, and stand beside him.
This places Shiva in a social network, making him a relatable protagonist.
5.4 Ethical Responsibility Over Divine Superiority:

Shiva’s decisions are not predetermined by divine destiny.

He chooses:
e tolead
« to forgive
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« to fight

o toaccept faults
This demonstrates existential freedom (Sartre).

Shiva creates his own dharma through choices.

6. PLOT-BASED HUMANIZATION ELEMENTS:
6.1 Exile, Migration, and Belonging:
Shiva begins as:
e animmigrant
o arefugee
o adisplaced person
His journey mirrors the universal human search for identity and home.
6.2 The Burden of Leadership:
Shiva faces political dilemmas:
« choosing between Meluha and Swadweep
e deciding punishment for Somras creators
« balancing war and peace
He must weigh collective good over personal feelings, a hallmark of human morality.
6.3 Warfare as Human Struggle:
Battles are described realistically:
o strategy
o logistics
« troop psychology
« technological limits
Nothing is supernatural.

Shiva wins because of intellect, not magic.
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7. COMPARATIVE STUDY: TRADITIONAL SHIVA VS. AMISH’S SHIVA:

Aspect Traditional Puranic Shiva Amish Tripathi’s Shiva

Status God by birth Human by birth

Attributes Divine, supernatural Rational, vulnerable

Weapon Trishul with cosmic powers Trishul based on metallurgy & science

Identity Part of Hindu Trinity Tibetan immigrant warrior

Leadership  Cosmic destroyer Ethical reformer

Evil Rakshasas/demons Excess of systems

Consort Goddess Sati/Parvati Human warrior-queen Sati

(Table-1 comparative table shows Amish’s radical innovation.)

8. PHILOSOPHICAL HUMANIZATION:
8.1 Dharma as L.ogic:
Amish’s dharma = a rational, ethical decision based on context, logic, and balance.
Shiva is philosophical, not ritualistic.
8.2 Karma as Choice:
Shiva asserts:
“Your future is determined not by destiny, but by the choices you make.”
This aligns with existential philosophy.
8.3 Morality over Divinity:
Shiva’s divinity is derived from:
e moral courage
e sacrifice
e justice

This emphasizes ethical humanism.
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9. SOCIO-POLITICAL DIMENSIONS OF SHIVA’S HUMANIZATION:
9.1 Leadership and Statecraft:
Shiva is depicted as:
e ademocrat
« aninclusive leader
o alaw-upholder
He discusses:
« caste reforms
e women’s rights
« fairness in governance
« citizen responsibility
This humanizes him as a modern nation-builder.
9.2 Representation of Cultures:
Amish integrates:
o Tibetan tribes
e Meluhan administrators
o Swadweep’s free culture
o Naga’s marginalised society
Shiva serves as a unifier of diversity—mirroring India’s pluralistic ethos.
9.3 Science and Technology:
Amish imagines ancient India as technologically advanced but ethically challenged.
Shiva’s decisions revolve around:
e regulating Somras
 restricting harmful technology
e preserving ecological balance

These concerns reflect modern global issues.
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10. DISCUSSION:

Amish’s humanization of Shiva has created a cultural phenomenon.

Readers connect with a deity who:

o feels

e doubts
e suffers
e learns

e evolves

This emotional realism bridges mythology with modern sensibility.
Traditional purists sometimes criticize this portrayal as too human, but scholars argue that myth
is inherently fluid, and every generation reinterprets it.
Amish’s Shiva appeals to:
e youth
e academics
o spiritual readers
« fiction lovers

Thus, his version becomes a massive cultural bridge between ancient India and the 21st century.

11. FINDINGS:
1. Amish Tripathi offers India’s first full-scale humanized reinterpretation of Shiva.
Humanization makes mythology accessible and emotionally relatable.

Shiva becomes a symbol of human potential, not divine perfection.

2

3

4. The trilogy blends myth, politics, science, and ethics effectively.

5. Amish challenges colonial stereotypes of Indian mythology being illogical.
6. Shiva’s journey reflects a philosophical transformation from man to legend.
7

. Trilogy contributes to cultural revival and civilizational pride.

12. CONCLUSION:
Amish Tripathi’s Shiva Trilogy is a landmark in modern Indian literature.
His portrayal of Shiva as a human hero not only redefines the boundaries of mythological fiction

but also introduces a new narrative paradigm rooted in:
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humanistic philosophy
rational inquiry
emotional realism
ethical decision-making

civilizational consciousness

By portraying Shiva as a relatable human figure, Amish democratizes mythology, enriches literary

imagination, and inspires readers to seek divinity through action, not worship.

This humanized Shiva—vulnerable, moral, political, loving—is a compelling symbol of modern

India’s quest for identity and meaning.

REFERENCES:

1.

Banerjee, S. (2016). Reimagining the divine in Tripathi’s Shiva Trilogy. Journal of Indian
Writing, 12(3), 44-56.

Campobell, J. (2008). The Hero with a Thousand Faces. New World Library.

Doniger, W. (2009). The Hindus: An Alternative History. Penguin.

Kakar, S. (2012). The Inner World: A Psychoanalytic Study of Indian Society. Oxford
University Press.

Mukherjee, M. (2000). The Perishable Empire. Oxford University Press.

Nair, P. (2018). Humanization of gods in modern Indian literature. Comparative Mythology
Review, 4(1), 89-104.

Pattanaik, D. (2013). Indian Mythology: Tales, Symbols, and Rituals. Penguin.

Paranjape, M. (2010). Sacred Modernity. Routledge.

Tripathi, A. (2010, 2011, 2013). The Immortals of Meluha, The Secret of the Nagas, The
Oath of the Vayuputras. Westland Publications.

Vol.74, Issue 3, Aug-Sep 2025 www.journaloi.com



